population may have played a part in these findings, the discrepancy is not completely explained.
The value of this work is in indicating the lines of future study to discover the underlying causes of coronary atheroma and thrombosis. If Dr Robb-Smith's hypothesis is correct, the increased incidence of coronary artery disease in recent years cannot be attributed to dietary or environmental changes occurring since the turn of the century. The suggestion that there has been a greater tendency to thrombosis in recent years without any change in the incidence of atheroma also appears to be untenable. There are, however, still considerable individual and racial differences in susceptibility to this condition and this gives hope of discovery of wtiological factors which may be helpful in designing rational treatment. The Ciba Foundation have published another symposium on the physiology of reproduction. The discussion on implantation has been extended to cover the preimplantation phase of pregnancy and there are sixteen articles on a variety of aspects of research, from chimera production to the effects of irradiation on the preimplantation phase. Aspects such as the latter are of oblique interest to clinicians, but in general the appeal of this book will be to physiologists and anatomists. The Ciba Foundation have marshalled a series of well produced papers and the whole book represents a balanced and up-to-date resume of modern work in this field. It is well up to the standard of its predecessors. Burns, held in Edinburgh in 1965. Unlike most reports on symposia of this nature. the book is extremely well balanced and the editors are to be congratulated on the production of this volume. Much of the information is academic but the practical aspects of this research are immediately apparent. For this reason I believe that this book should find its way not only into the Professorial Units but also into the libraries which are readily available to the practical surgeons. The publishers are also to be congratulated on the clarity of the reproduction and the excellence of the photo- Bristol: John Wright 1966 This monograph is of great value to all those interested in the treatment of malignant disease. It presents clearly the methods of treatment open to clinicians in cancer as well as giving a clear outline of the difficulties and complications of the drug. The chapter on the use of methotrexate as an adjuvant to radiotherapy in advanced cancer does show that there may well be a greater field for combined therapy than is at present realized. In the chapter on the use of this drug as an adjuvant in surgery of the mouth and jaw, it is clearly demonstrated that the results of surgery can be improved by the pre-operative use of methotrexate. The discussion which came at the end of the chapters is frank and relevant but perhaps more helpful in many cases are the data presented to aid the reader in assessing the merit of this form of treatment. It is a monograph that should be read by all those who are interested in the treatment of cancer. This very up-to-date textbook of nearly 300 pages has been eagerly awaited and is a complete answer to any doubt about the continuing importance of the infectious diseases in this country. The authors have succeeded in being concise and the amount of space devoted to each disease is in direct relationship to its current importance. The contents are most comprehensive; any omissions were diligently searched for, and when no reference to winter vomiting disease (epidemic nausea and vomiting) could be found in either the table of contents or the index, the reviewer thought he had succeeded; but the essential details of this increasingly recognized infectious disease are in fact to be found on page 172.
The colour illustrations, which are excellently reproduced, are a particular feature of the book. It is very much to the credit of the publishers that they have managed to include no less than 69
